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Drum Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico,
the RA may establish or modify the
following items:

(a) Reporting and monitoring re-
quirements, permitting requirements,
bag and possession limits (including a
bag limit of zero), size limits, vessel
trip limits, closed seasons or areas and
reopenings, annual catch  limits
(ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTSs),
quotas (including a quota of zero), ac-
countability measures (AMs), MSY (or
proxy), OY, TAC, management param-
eters such as overfished and over-
fishing definitions, gear restrictions
(ranging from regulation to complete
prohibition), gear markings and identi-
fication, vessel markings and identi-
fication, ABC and ABC control rules,
rebuilding plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions,
and restrictions relative to conditions
of harvested fish (maintaining fish in
whole condition, use as bait).

(b) [Reserved]

Subparts F-H [Reserved]

Subpart I—Snapper-Grouper Fish-
ery of the South Aflantic Re-
gion

§622.170 Permits and endorsements.

(a) Commercial vessel permits—(1) South
Atlantic snapper-grouper. For a person
aboard a vessel to be eligible for ex-
emption from the bag limits for South
Atlantic snapper-grouper in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ, to sell South
Atlantic snapper-grouper in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ, to engage in
the directed fishery for golden tilefish
in the South Atlantic EEZ, to use a
longline to fish for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper in the South Atlantic
EEZ, or to use a sea bass pot in the
South Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19
N. lat. (due east of Cape Hatteras
Light, NC) and 28°35.1’ N. lat. (due east
of the NASA Vehicle Assembly Build-
ing, Cape Canaveral, FL), either a com-
mercial vessel permit for South Atlan-
tic Unlimited Snapper-Grouper Permit
or a trip-limited permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper must have been
issued to the vessel and must be on
board. A vessel with a trip-limited
commercial permit is limited on any
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trip to 225 1b (102.1 kg) of snapper-
grouper. See §622.171 for limitations on
the use, transfer, and renewal of a com-
mercial vessel permit for South Atlan-
tic snapper-grouper.

(2) Wreckfish. For a person aboard a
vessel to be eligible for exemption from
the bag limit for wreckfish in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ, to fish under
a quota for wreckfish in or from the
South Atlantic EEZ, or to sell
wreckfish in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit
for wreckfish and a commercial permit
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
must have been issued to the vessel and
must be on board. To obtain a commer-
cial vessel permit for wreckfish, the
applicant must be a wreckfish share-
holder; and either the shareholder
must be the vessel owner or the owner
or operator must be an employee, con-
tractor, or agent of the shareholder.
(See §622.172 for information on
wreckfish shareholders.)

(b) Charter vessel/headboat permits—(1)
South Atlantic snapper-grouper. For a
person aboard a vessel that is oper-
ating as a charter vessel or headboat to
fish for or possess, in or from the EEZ,
South Atlantic snapper-grouper, a
valid charter vessel/headboat permit
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
must have been issued to the vessel and
must be on board. A charter vessel or
headboat may have both a charter ves-
sel/headboat permit and a commercial
vessel permit. However, when a vessel
is operating as a charter vessel or
headboat, a person aboard must adhere
to the bag limits. See the definitions of
“Charter vessel” and ‘‘Headboat’” in
§622.2 for an explanation of when ves-
sels are considered to be operating as a
charter vessel or headboat, respec-
tively.

(2) [Reserved]

(¢c) Dealer permits and conditions—(1)
Permits. For a dealer to first receive
South Atlantic snapper-grouper (in-
cluding wreckfish) harvested in or from
the EEZ, a Gulf and South Atlantic
dealer permit must be issued to the
dealer.

(2) State license and facility require-
ments. To obtain a dealer permit or en-
dorsement, the applicant must have a
valid state wholesaler’s license in the
state(s) where the dealer operates, if
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required by such state(s), and must
have a physical facility at a fixed loca-
tion in such state(s).

(d) Permit procedures. See §622.4 for
information regarding general permit
procedures including, but not limited
to application, fees, duration, transfer,
renewal, display, sanctions and denials,
and replacement.

(e) South Atlantic black sea bass pot en-
dorsement. For a person aboard a vessel,
for which a valid commercial vessel
permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited has been issued, to
use a black sea bass pot in the South
Atlantic EEZ, a valid South Atlantic
black sea bass pot endorsement must
have been issued to the vessel and must
be on board. A permit or endorsement
that has expired is not valid. This en-
dorsement must be renewed annually
and may only be renewed if the associ-
ated vessel has a valid commercial ves-
sel permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited or if the endorse-
ment and associated permit are being
concurrently renewed. The RA will not
reissue this endorsement if the en-
dorsement is revoked or if the RA does
not receive a complete application for
renewal of the endorsement within 1
year after the endorsement’s expira-
tion date.

(1) Initial eligibility. To be eligible for
an initial South Atlantic black sea
bass pot endorsement, a person must
have been issued and must possess a
valid or renewable commercial vessel
permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper that has black sea bass land-
ings using black sea bass pot gear aver-
aging at least 2,500 1b (1,134 kg), round
weight, annually during the period
January 1, 1999 through December 31,
2010. Excluded from this eligibility, are
trip-limited permits (South Atlantic
snapper-grouper permits that have a
225-1b (102.1-kg) limit of snapper-group-
er) and valid or renewable commercial
vessel permits for South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper unlimited that have no re-
ported landings of black sea bass using
black sea bass pots from January 1,
2008, through December 31, 2010. NMFS
will attribute all applicable black sea
bass landings associated with a current
snapper-grouper permit for the applica-
ble landings history, including those
reported by a person(s) who held the
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permit prior to the current permit
owner, to the current permit owner.
Only legal landings reported in compli-
ance with applicable state and Federal
regulations are acceptable.

(2) Initial issuance. On or about June
1, 2012, the RA will mail each eligible
permittee a black sea bass pot endorse-
ment via certified mail, return receipt
requested, to the permittee’s address of
record as listed in NMFS’ permit files.
An eligible permittee who does not re-
ceive an endorsement from the RA,
must contact the RA no later than
July 1, 2012, to clarify his/her endorse-
ment status. A permittee denied an en-
dorsement based on the RA’s initial de-
termination of eligibility and who dis-
agrees with that determination may
appeal to the RA.

(3) Procedure for appealing black sea
bass pot endorsement eligibility and/or
landings information. The only items
subject to appeal are initial eligibility
for a black sea bass pot endorsement
based on ownership of a qualifying
snapper-grouper permit, the accuracy
of the amount of landings, and correct
assignment of landings to the per-
mittee. Appeals based on hardship fac-
tors will not be considered. Appeals
must be submitted to the RA post-
marked no later than October 1, 2012,
and must contain documentation sup-
porting the basis for the appeal. The
RA will review all appeals, render final
decisions on the appeals, and advise the
appellant of the final NMFS decision.

(i) Eligibility appeals. NMFS’ records
of snapper-grouper permits are the sole
basis for determining ownership of
such permits. A person who believes he/
she meets the permit eligibility cri-
teria based on ownership of a vessel
under a different name, for example, as
a result of ownership changes from in-
dividual to corporate or vice versa,
must document his/her continuity of
ownership.

(i1) Landings appeals. Determinations
of appeals regarding landings data for
1999 through 2010 will be based on
NMFS’ logbook records. If NMFS’
logbooks are not available, the RA may
use state landings records or data for
the period 1999 through 2010 that were
submitted in compliance with applica-
ble Federal and state regulations on or
before December 31, 2011.
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(4) Transferability. A valid or renew-
able black sea bass pot endorsement
may be transferred between any two
entities that hold, or simultaneously
obtain, a valid South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited permit. Endorse-
ments may be transferred independ-
ently from the South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited permit. NMFS will
attribute black sea bass landings to the
associated South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited permit regardless of
whether the landings occurred before
or after the endorsement was issued.
Only legal landings reported in compli-
ance with applicable state and Federal
regulations are acceptable.

(5) Fees. No fee applies to initial
issuance of a black sea bass pot en-
dorsement. NMFS charges a fee for
each renewal or replacement of such
endorsement and calculates the
amount of each fee in accordance with
the procedures of the NOAA Finance
Handbook for determining the adminis-
trative costs of each special product or
service. The fee may not exceed such
costs and is specified with each appli-
cation form. The handbook is available
from the RA. The appropriate fee must
accompany each application for re-
newal or replacement.

(f) South Atlantic golden tilefish
longline endorsement. For a person
aboard a vessel, for which a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for South Atlan-
tic snapper-grouper unlimited has been
issued, to fish for or possess golden
tilefish in the South Atlantic EEZ
using longline gear, a South Atlantic
golden tilefish longline endorsement
must have been issued to the vessel and
must be on board. A permit or endorse-
ment that has expired is not valid. This
endorsement must be renewed annually
and may only be renewed if the associ-
ated vessel has a valid commercial ves-
sel permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited or if the endorse-
ment and associated permit are being
concurrently renewed. The RA will not
reissue this endorsement if the en-
dorsement is revoked or if the RA does
not receive a complete application for
renewal of the endorsement within 1
year after the endorsement’s expira-
tion date.

(1) Initial eligibility. To be eligible for
an initial South Atlantic golden
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tilefish longline endorsement, a person
must have been issued and must pos-
sess a valid or renewable commercial
vessel permit for South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper that has golden tilefish
landings using longline gear averaging
at least 5,000 1b (2,268 kg), gutted
weight, over the best 3 years within the
period 2006-2011. NMFS will attribute
all applicable golden tilefish landings
associated with a current South Atlan-
tic snapper-grouper permit for the ap-
plicable landings history, to the cur-
rent permit owner, including golden
tilefish landings reported by a per-
son(s) who held the permit prior to the
current permit owner. Only legal land-
ings reported in compliance with appli-
cable state and Federal regulations are
acceptable.

(2) Initial issuance. On or about April
23, 2013, the RA will mail each eligible
permittee a golden tilefish longline en-
dorsement via certified mail, return re-
ceipt requested, to the permittee’s ad-
dress of record as listed in NMFS’ per-
mit files. An eligible permittee who
does not receive an endorsement from
the RA, must contact the RA no later
than May 23, 2013, to clarify his/her en-
dorsement status. A permittee who is
denied an endorsement based on the
RA’s initial determination of eligi-
bility and who disagrees with that de-
termination may appeal to the RA.

(38) Procedure for appealing golden
tilefish longline endorsement eligibility
and/or landings information. The only
items subject to appeal are initial eli-
gibility for a golden tilefish longline
endorsement based on ownership of a
qualifying snapper-grouper permit, the
accuracy of the amount of landings,
and the correct assignment of landings
to the permittee. Appeals based on
hardship factors will not be considered.
Appeals must be submitted to the RA
postmarked no later than August 21,
2013, and must contain documentation
supporting the basis for the appeal.
The National Appeals Office will re-
view, evaluate, and vrender rec-
ommendations on appeals to the RA.
The RA will then review each appeal,
render a final decision on each appeal,
and advise the appellant of the final
NMF'S decision.

(1) Eligibility appeals. NMFS’ records
of snapper-grouper permits are the sole
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basis for determining ownership of
such permits. A person who believes he/
she meets the permit eligibility cri-
teria based on ownership of a vessel
under a different name, for example, as
a result of ownership changes from in-
dividual to corporate or vice versa,
must document his or her continuity of
ownership and must submit that infor-
mation with their appeal.

(ii) Landings appeals. Determinations
of appeals regarding landings data for
2006 through 2011 will be based on
NMFS’ logbook records, submitted on
or before October 31, 2012. If NMFS’
logbooks are not available, the RA may
use state landings records or data for
the period 2006 through 2011 that were
submitted in compliance with applica-
ble Federal and state regulations on or
before October 31, 2012.

(4) Transferability. A valid or renew-
able golden tilefish endorsement may
be transferred between any two enti-
ties that hold, or simultaneously ob-
tain, a valid South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited permit. An endorse-
ment may be transferred independently
from the South Atlantic snapper-
grouper unlimited permit. NMFS will
attribute golden tilefish landings to
the associated South Atlantic Unlim-
ited Snapper-Grouper Permit regard-
less of whether the landings occurred
before or after the endorsement was
issued. Only legal landings reported in
compliance with applicable state and
Federal regulations are acceptable.

(5) Fees. No fee applies to the initial
issuance of a golden tilefish longline
endorsement. NMFS charges a fee for
each renewal or replacement or trans-
fer of such endorsement and calculates
the amount of each fee in accordance
with the procedures of the NOAA Fi-
nance Handbook for determining the
administrative costs of each special
product or service. The handbook is
available from the RA. The appropriate
fee must accompany each application
for renewal or replacement or transfer.

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78
FR 23862, Apr. 23, 2013; 79 FR 19495, Apr. 9,
2014]

§622.171 South Atlantic
grouper limited access.

(a) General. The only valid commer-
cial vessel permits for South Atlantic

snapper-
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snapper-grouper are those that have
been issued under the limited access
criteria specified in the Fishery Man-
agement Plan for the Snapper-Grouper
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region.
A commercial vessel permit for South
Atlantic snapper-grouper is either a
transferable commercial permit or a
trip-limited commercial permit.

(b) Transfers of permits. A snapper-
grouper limited access permit is valid
only for the vessel and owner named on
the permit. To change either the vessel
or the owner, an application for trans-
fer must be submitted to the RA.

(1) Transferable permits. (i) An owner
of a vessel with a transferable permit
may request that the RA transfer the
permit to another vessel owned by the
same entity.

(ii) A transferable permit may be
transferred upon a change of ownership
of a permitted vessel with such per-
mit—

(A) From one to another of the fol-
lowing: husband, wife, son, daughter,
brother, sister, mother, or father; or

(B) From an individual to a corpora-
tion whose shares are all held by the
individual or by the individual and one
or more of the following: husband, wife,
son, daughter, brother, sister, mother,
or father. The application for transfer
of a permit under this paragraph
(b)(1)(ii)(B) and each application for re-
newal of such permit must be accom-
panied by a current annual report of
the corporation that specifies all share-
holders of the corporation. A permit
will not be renewed if the annual re-
port shows a new shareholder other
than a husband, wife, son, daughter,
brother, sister, mother, or father.

(iii) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b)(1)(@) and (ii) of this section, a person
desiring to acquire a limited access,
transferable permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper must obtain and ex-
change two such permits for one new
permit.

(iv) A transfer of a permit that is un-
dertaken under paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of
this section will constitute a transfer
of the vessel’s entire catch history to
the new owner.

(2) Trip-limited permits. An owner of a
vessel with a trip-limited permit may
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